
TYRER, Emma – Prize for ‘Most Popular Girl, 1908’ 
 
The following photos and information were gratefully received on 8 September 2020 from 
Louise Moeller, whose mother’s aunt was Emma Tyrer. 
She wrote: “(My mother) had been a endless source of family stories, history etc. and she 
talked about an Aunt who was a passionate educator but passed away way too young. As 
part of a pioneering family in Deniliquin, Riverina, I had heard how Emma went to Sydney 
and fulfilled her dream to become a teacher. After her death a memorial plaque was 
commissioned in the Deniliquin Methodist church kindergarten hall in 1928 recognising her 
commitment and contribution to Sunday school and children’s education. 
 What I DIDN’T know were Emma Tyrer’s links to Newcastle High School. 
 One beautiful book of Tennyson poems I by chance opened yesterday included an 
inscription to Emma Tyrer – this book was her “Headmaster’s Prize” as “most popular Girl”, 
18th Dec 1908. 
FYI please find images attached. 
 It piqued my interest and I spent yesterday afternoon delving deeper (and leaving our 
business on the side for a few hours). 
Emma Tyrer (born 22 Jan 1892 I think) was Dux of Deniliquin public school in 1907 (found a 
Wordsworth book containing this inscription) and, as 1 of 3 girls in the region was offered a 
2 year scholarship. She went to Newcastle High on this scholarship in 1908 (student 
registration no. 88), accompanied by her widowed mother. Her father was killed in a terrible 
accident as a horse bolted, leaving his grieving pregnant wife. Emma was born after he died 
– their only child. 
 Emma went on to be awarded as junior assistant in 1911 and later teach at Deniliquin. She 
moved to Croydon Park Public School in Feb 1918, but passed away 9 months later at 26 yrs 
of age. She never married. I’m still trying to put other puzzle pieces together about her.” 
 








